
Limited Head Scan - Guide to Diagnostic Pathway
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Consider:
> Previous 

symptoms
> General Health
> Age
> Activity

CHRONIC

ASSESSMENT

ASSESSMENT

LIMITED HEAD MRI REFERRAL

NEUROLOGICAL REFERRAL
REQUIRED

HEADACHE

> Suspected epilepsy and
MS cases frequently 
require assessment with 
MRI but the limited 
series is NOT suitable 
for these patients

> Chronic Headache with no 
neurological/focal signs, 
including headache post 
minor head trauma

> Reassurance for those 
presenting with headache 
and with FH of aneurysm or 
SOL. (Will not rule out 
aneurysm)

> Reassurance for those with 
classic migraine symptoms

> Investigation of patients
with “dizzy spells”, vertigo/
dysequilibrium with no
focal signs

A negative MR result should 
not preclude referral for 
neurological assessment if there 
is evidence of symptom 
progression or ongoing clinical
concern

MRI HEAD FULL PROTOCOL 
REFERRAL

LIMITED
HEAD

AETIOLOGY SCREENING MANAGEMENT

DISCLAIMER: This information is offered as a guide only. Further consultation may be required for complete diagnosis.
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